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HAPPY WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH!
___________________________________

Our Mission Statement
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.

Our Value Promise
By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic barriers

so that all women and girls have a fair chance.

From the President’s Desk

Well, the Pandemic has been part of our lives now since March of 2020. Through the technology of Zoom we
are still holding general and board meetings, although some of us still miss seeing each other and getting
together, but I hope you are staying safe, getting the vaccine and looking forward to spring.

2021 has begun on a sad note though. As many of you know, two long-standing and faithful Branch members
have died. Ann S., Past President of the Branch from 1973–75 and a member since 1951 died on January 27.
A memorial concert is being planned by one of Ann’s organizations, The Wednesday Afternoon Musical Club,
sometime in the future. Barbara B., a member since 1967, passed away on February 28. I was able to attend
the small graveside service in Bridgeport on March 13.  And I ask you to join me in sending our thoughts and
sympathies to Merrillyn D. whose husband Karl just passed away on March 18.

On a happy note, the Center for Family Justice is celebrating 125 years of hope, healing and survivorship at a
Jubilee virtual Gala on Friday, March 26 at 7 p.m. I was a President of the former YWCA from 1972-75. Our
Branch contributes annually to the Center. If you would like to be a part of the evening’s celebration, please
call me for the online registration information.

A General Meeting is planned for Wednesday, March 24 at 7 p.m. (via Zoom). Our speakers will be students
from the Housatonic Community College Family Economic Security Program (FESP 2.0), sharing their
experiences and the benefits of being in this unique program. Please be sure to read Vice President Felicia
Keeton’s update in this newsletter which outlines more details about FESP 2.0 and how it ties to some very
important decisions we are considering as ways to grow and strengthen our branch for the future. Your input
will be needed!
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Our annual meeting will take place at Unity Hill United Church of Christ on Saturday, June 12, from 1 to 3
p.m. (postponed from the original May 15 date). A light lunch will be served, sitting six feet apart – but still
being congenial. We will vote on the 2021-22 budget, election of officers, plus discuss details about our 90th

Anniversary Celebration. (But one of the best parts will be getting to see each other in person again!) So
please save the date, and plan on attending.

I’m pleased to announce that the 90th Anniversary Celebration of our Branch is set for Saturday September
25, from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Mill River Country Club in Stratford.  While we are in the planning stages, if you
have any ideas for a speaker or any memorabilia to share about ways we have made a difference in our
communities, please get in touch with Louise M. or Felicia K.

We need to grow our branch!! One thing we can all do is keep in mind that, if you belong to other groups or
organizations with similar areas of interest, that are looking for speakers, AAUW Bridgeport would be eager to
send a representative to talk about what we do and who we are. Our Mission Statement quotes: “AAUW
advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.” This relates to
a lot of issues and areas being focused on by other local organizations and their gatherings might be good
opportunities to collaborate or attract new members to AAUW.

In the meantime…..please continue to be safe and stay well.

Happy spring!

Carole

Carole J. F., President
AAUW Bridgeport Area Branch
(203) xxx. xxxx

=================================================================================
=

Update from Branch Vice President, Felicia K.

In our last newsletter, I talked about the importance of creating a clear and compelling value proposition, one
that will clearly demonstrate who we are, what we do and why that matters.

Three specific areas we can address to strengthen our organization include:

1. Deepening our impact by launching a new flagship scholarship program that expands our reach
and gives us something unique to talk about…and keep talking about.

2. Streamlining, or tuning up, our everyday operations including the process to find and recruit
new members, and donors.

3. Updating our three-to-five-year vision and long-term roadmap of how we will fulfill our mission.
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If everyone agrees these are the right focus areas, my hope is we can work together on them starting this
year.

Who we are, what we do and why that matters
First, I want to emphasize how important our work is. There is no question that higher education helps women
achieve economic security.

In The Simple Truth About The Gender Pay Gap, AAUW reports that “Earnings increase as years of
education increase for both men and women.”  Partly because of the good work AAUW has done over the
years, across all racial and ethnic groups, women now earn more college and postgraduate degrees than
men. Even though education doesn’t eliminate the gender pay gap, the success of women in postsecondary
education is helping narrow the overall gender pay gap as illustrated in the chart that follows.

In January, our application process kicked off to award around $6,000 in tuition scholarships to primarily
low-income, minority women who are from the Bridgeport area and attend a four-year university or graduate
program. Our scholarships give these women access to education. Over the years, it is estimated that AAUW
Bridgeport has given over $100,000 in this type of scholarship. Now that’s something to be proud of!
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A new flagship program – FESP 2.0
We now have an opportunity, and the money, to expand our reach and deepen our impact. We recently
received a proposal from Housatonic Community College (HCC) Foundation requesting we invest in a newer,
high-impact scholarship program. Specifically, we have been asked to give a $5,000 or $10,000 grant to help
support a class of 50 low-income women participating in the Family Economic Security Program 2.0. Note,
all 50 women are mothers, and most are black or brown. By investing in FESP, our dollars not only help close
the tuition gap, but also supplement wrap-around services that improve the odds these single working
mothers will be able to graduate. It is a proven, high-impact program. If you want to learn more about FESP
2.0, and the HCC proposal, please click here.

What’s a high-impact scholarship?
A high-impact scholarship provides students with tailored financial and non-financial support to better enable
students to complete their degrees or certificates. You can learn more about this in DOLLARS FOR
DEGREES: Structuring post-secondary scholarships to increase student success. This study was
completed in November 2010 through a partnership between the Greater Texas Foundation and FSG Social
Impact Advisors1. It concluded that private third-party scholarship providers, like AAUW, have an important
role to play in improving post-secondary success rates and can do so even more by adjusting their strategies
and programs to focus on “post-secondary persistence and completion, rather than access alone.”

Conclusion and next steps
Expanding our scholarship program to include women seeking degrees at community college, university or
graduate school broadens our reach. Investing in a high-impact scholarship program, like FESP 2.0,
strengthens our contribution. All together, we differentiate our organization and really have something to talk
about – which can help us recruit new members and donors!

Investing in FESP 2.0 would be a simple first step (i.e., we only need to approve the budget and write a check)
and natural evolution to carrying out our mission. In parallel, we are already working to streamline and
modernize our operations. Later this year we can kick off our strategic planning.

We are planning on having two Housatonic Community College FESP students share their stories at our
upcoming March 24 General Meeting.

Following that, the board will be voting on FESP 2.0 on April 12.  If approved, the general membership will
vote on it at our June annual meeting.

I hope you can join our March 24 virtual meeting for all members. And please feel free to contact me with
questions or thoughts at any time via email:@gmail.com, or call my cell phone: 203-xxx-xxxx 

Until then, best wishes and stay well,
Felicia

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Foundation Strategy Group works across all sectors by partnering with corporations, school systems, nonprofits, and governments
in every region of the globe, with the goal of helping organizations – individually and collectively – to create greater social impact.
The Greater Texas Foundation supports efforts to ensure all Texas students are prepared for, have access to, persist in and complete
post-secondary education, particularly the underserved and disadvantaged.
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=================================================================================

Branch and Member Updates

Now Wanted: Please send any changes, updates, additions or corrections of your name, address, email, or
home/cell phone directly to: Chris B. at x@gmail.com, or leave on her voice mail at 203.xxx.xxxx Also, for
those of you who missed entering it in our current Branch Directory but would have it published now, please
send the college[s] you attended, your major, with the degree and year awarded. Thanks!

Any new information will be printed in the next published Bridgeport Branch Directory, and be sent for
correction to the National and Connecticut AAUW Member Service Database

------------------------------------------
Seeking Address: If anyone has a current address for AAUW Bridgeport Past President Judi P., please
contact Carole F. at (203) xxx-xxxx.

Exciting News: Blakely L., a past NCCWSL funds recipient of our Branch (and granddaughter of Gretchen
G.), just announced her candidacy for the Virginia House of Delegates. Probably the youngest candidate for
state office in Virginia, she attributes her leadership abilities in part to her three NCCWSL conference
experiences.

Thank you from Mercy Learning Center for 2020 gift: “Thanks to you…Mercy Learning Center’s students
have the opportunity to continue progressing through this time of turbulence. It is through the dedication of
supporters like you that we are realizing our mission to, “Educate a woman….Educate a family.”

=========================================================================================

Bridgeport Study & Discussion Group Meetings

While Coronavirus restrictions have caused changes to regular activities and schedules, groups are still
continuing to meet as best possible. At this time, to get the most current information about upcoming
meetings, please contact one of the group leaders listed below.

AAUW Bridgeport Morning Book Club
Nathalie T.:  xxx@att.net, or Merrillyn D.:  xxx@aol.com

AAUW Bridgeport Evening Book Group
Gretchen G.:  (203) xxx-xxxx or Mary M.:  (203) xxx-xxxx

Contemporary Global Issues Study Group
Merrillyn D.:  xxx@aol.com

=================================================================================================
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Key Dates

Wed., March 24: AAUW Bridgeport General Meeting
7 to 8 p.m., via Zoom
Speakers: Students from Housatonic Community College FESP 2.0 program –

Ketia Similien and Gabrielle Franklyn-DeCastro

JOIN BY PHONE / AUDIO ONLY: 
Dial: 1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 840 3698 4083 (enter this code when prompted)
Passcode: 0660102  (enter this code when prompted)

OR Join Zoom Meeting link for video and audio:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84036984083?pwd=U0Rjc1BHM0dmVC9Rakl1cS93bnFPQT
09
Meeting ID: 840 3698 4083
Passcode: 0660102 

  

Fri., March 26: Center for Family Justice 125th Anniversary (Virtual) Gala
7 p.m. AAUW Bridgeport is a sponsor of this event. Carole F. is one of the past Board
Chairs being honored at this event.

May 25-26: Virtual NCCWSL 2021
AAUW’s National Conference for College Women Student Leaders 

Sat., June 12: AAUW Bridgeport Annual Meeting and Scholarship Luncheon
1 to 3 p.m. at Unity Hill United Church of Christ, Trumbull

Sat. Sept. 25: AAUW Bridgeport 90th Anniversary Celebration
1 to 4 p.m. Mill River Country Club, Stratford

AAUW Bridgeport Branch: www.aauw-bpt.org/
AAUW CT: https://aauw-ct.aauw.net/

AAUW National: www.aauw.org/
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